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Agenda

o Introduction - University of Oviedo

o Why Pillar III of Horizon Europe Framework Program (2021-2027) – Innovative Europe ?

o Pilot Phase of the EIC 

o The European Innovation Council (EIC) Programm

o EIC Pipeline “Instruments” – Pathfinder, Transition & Accelerator

o European Innovation Ecosystem -EIE

o The example of the EIT HEI call

o European Innovation and Technology Institute EIT

o Questions and answers

o Questionary (30`min)



MAIN FIGURES

20.832 students
2.134 lecturers & researchers

1.064 administrative staff members
58 Undergraduate Degree programmes

62 Master's Degree programmes
5 Erasmus Mundus Master's programmes

27 PhD programmes
16 Faculties & Schools, 38 Departments

€211 million annual budget



EU Proyects submitted to 
EU Funding Programs

Success rate is 11% approximately, what is the 

average in Spain  

*Dates related to submitted propsals in 2020

Main EU Funding Programs for 
Innovation & Research 



Innovative Europe

Horizon Europe - Pillar 3: 
➢ EIC: Supports start-ups, SMEs and research teams Developing high-risk and high-impact breaktrhrough innovation
➢ EIE: Reinforces network connectivity within and between innovation ecosystems to accelerate sustainable business 

growth with high societal value
➢ EIT: Increases Europe’s ability to innovate by nurturing entrepreneurial talent and supporting new ideas.

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/pilar-3

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/pilar-3








Challenges and Approaches to Fostering Innovation-driven Entrepreneurship 



A Life Cycle Approach to Fostering Innovation-Driven Entrepreneurship: Stand up, 
Start up, then Scale up



Background Innovative Europe

EIC pilot phase (2018-20) under Horizon 2020 programme

• Budget of €3.5 billion (2018-20), €1.55 billion in 2020
• Introduction of EIC pilot blended finance (2019), and set up of EIC Fund (2020)
• Very high demand: ~ 14000 applications from SMEs/ startups in 2020 with request for over €40 billion
support;
• Special support for:
- COVID relevant innovations: 36 Startups/SMEs awarded funding of over €160m in May;
- ‘Green Deal’ innovations: 64 startups/ SMEs awarded funding of over €300m in July;
- for women innovators: at least 25% of start-ups/ SMEs invited to interview to have female CEO
• First EIC programme managers recruited



Context of Innovative Europe

Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) Business Readiness Levels (BRL)



Pilot Phase of EIC (2018)



Final of the Pilot Phase of EIC (2020)
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Horizon Europe – Pillar III: Innovative Europe



The European Innovation Council (EIC) provides financial support in the form of grants and equity investments alongside 
business acceleration services. Its goals are to: 

➢ identify and support high-risk innovations with a potential  to create new markets or contribute to tackling societal  
challenges, where the risk, be it financial, technological/ scientific or regulatory, cannot be borne by the market 
alone 

➢ support innovative researchers and entrepreneurs in the rapid development of technologies and the scale-up of 
companies (start-ups, spinouts, SMEs) to bring their ideas to the market.



EIC Pipeline “Instruments”

EIC Pathfinder (europa.eu)
EIC Transition (europa.eu)
EIC Accelerator (europa.eu)

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-pathfinder_en:~:text=EIC%20Pathfinder%20Open%20provides%20funding,May%202022%2017.00%20(CET).
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-transition_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en


Call EIC Open 2023

Frequent cut off dates for full applications (March, June, October) 
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European Innovation Ecosystems Initiative - EIE 

The European Innovation Ecosystems complement the actions carried
out by the EIC and the EIT, as well as activities managed under other
pillars of Horizon Europe and initiatives developed by Member States

and Associated Countries, but also by private undertakings.



Building Ecosystem Integration Labs at HEI to foster Smart 
Specialization and Innovation on Sustainable Raw Materials 

HEI4S3P-RM

https://eit-hei.eu/projects/hei4s3-rm/


University of Oviedo

Added Value: The University of Oviedo (UNIOVI) actively participates in the regional RTD
ecosystem through several tools and actions, as its 3 regional Innovation Hubs (Circular
Economy, Digital Innovation, Mobility) in line with the S3 strategy.

Almost 65 R&I research teams from UNIOVI are linked to the research and innovation
priorities of raw materials and mining industry.

UNIOVI has also active participation in international initiatives, like the European Coal
Regions in Transition Platform, the European Energy Research Alliance (EERA), the European
Materials Modelling Council EMMC, the European AENEAS Industrial Platform (Components
& Systems to Strengthen European Competitiveness platform) and the European Platform
S3P Mining Industry, besides being involved also in other networks at the national level, as
the Iberian Sustainable Mining Cluster, the Technology Platform BATTERYPLAT or the Spanish
Society for Materials SOCIEMAT.

In the context of the Transition and Recovery Fund process, UNIOVI through the EIT RM
application, will be able to develop and foster its “R&D ASturian institute of RAw Materials",
which is part of the university strategy, and which will be a cornerstone providing support to
efforts and initiatives undertaken under the umbrella of the EIT-RM. For that aim, also many
university-driven Chairs (“Cátedras”) have been promoted and are linked to the EIT RM topics
(e.g., Pasek, HUNOSA, COGERSA, Smart Cities, ArcelorMittal, etc.)

Moreover, other agreements with agents of the regional entrepreneurship ecosystem do
exist to support specifically entrepreneurial actions at UNIOVI regarding the raw material
value chains, such as with the European Business and Innovation Centre of Asturias (CEEI).



The case of Asturias



Working group 1: Innovation Hubs (lead region: Asturias plus North Karelia, Kainuu & other regions interested)
Focus on common priorities, i.e.:
- Upgrading SME competitiveness in M&M to industrial services
- Sustainable mining operations – circular raw materials (transforming waste in resources);
- Digital technologies in the mining value chain (data management, health & safety/security, productivity enhancement via application 

of AI, IoT, etc.)
- Raw materials resilience of key EU social and  industrial value chains
- Addressing the educational needs of mining companies (potentially a subgroup of its own)

Background of HEI4S3-RM

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mining-industry https://eit-hei.eu/

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mining-industry
https://eit-hei.eu/


European Innovation Ecosystems Initiative (EIE) 
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European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) – Create, Educate and Innovate



Raising the bar for innovation between 2021 to 2027, the EIT will: 

➢ Increase the impact of its activities Create two new KICs, one on the Cultural and 
Creative Sectors and Industries and one on Water, Marine and Maritime Sectors and 
Ecosystems.

➢ Put more emphasis on the regional dimension of its activities by providing targeted 
support to countries who lag behind in innovation performance.

➢ Launch a new pilot initiative to increase the entrepreneurial and innovation capacity 
of higher education institutions.

European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)



EIT’sKnowledge and Innovation Communities
The EIT’s Knowledge and Innovation
Communities are partnerships that bring
together businesses, research centres and
universities. They allow:

➢ innovative products and services to be
developed in every area imaginable,
including climate change, healthy living
and active ageing

➢ new companies to be started

➢ a new generation of entrepreneurs to
be trained

European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) (europa.eu)

https://eit.europa.eu/


Example: EIT Raw Materials Call for Projects 2022 | EIT RawMaterials

https://eitrawmaterials.eu/call-for-projects/


Example: EIT Digital Calls & Tenders // EIT Digital

https://www.eitdigital.eu/our-messages/calls-tenders/


Liv Brandt

European Projects Office - OPE

University of Oviedo

brandtliv@uniovi.es

Thanks for your attention!

mailto:brandtliv@uniovi.es
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