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• Mineral inventory is the base for coherent and 
successful mineral management in every 
county

• Provision of mineral resource data for national 
resource management/planning is one of key 
role for national Geological Surveys 

• Mineral  reserves data are publicly available – 
but only in summarized form according national 
Law

• Reserves and resources are reported only for 
areas under concessions

 

Mineral inventory



• In Slovenia all the mineral commodities are owned by 

the State (aligned to the Constitution),

• Ministry responsible for mining performs tasks related 

to mining legislation and licencing strongly supported 

by GeoZS,

• Public Mining Service is established within GeoZS, 

authorised by the Government in accordance with 

Mining Act in force (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 

14/14 – official consolidated version, 61/17 – BA and 54/22). 

• National Committee for Determining Mineral Reserves 

provides the statements of mineral reserves and 

resources on the national level. Committee is lead by 

GeoZS expert.

Legal framework



PUBLIC MINING
SERVICE

Tasks and activities

Closed Mines
Archive

Annual Bulletin  
“Mineral resources in 

Slovenia”

Implementation 
of  EU

recommendations,  
communications and  

directives

Supporting licencing 
procedures

Participation in  land-
use planning

Mining Register  
(database and web 

application)

Records and Statistics on 
mineral production, 

reserves and  resources

Mineral/mining  

legislation

Mineral Resource Management

Field research  works, 
sampling,  material 

sample  storage



How Public Mining Service (GeoZS) supports licencing procedure:

•Data are collected for primary raw materials by the Geological Survey of 

Slovenia (via the ministry responsible for mining),

•The Mining Act creates a statutory obligation on mineral operators/mining 

right holders to provide the data annually (reporting forms for reserves, 

resources, production, extraction/exploration area,).

•Annually Reporting forms:
• volume of extracted mineral commodities (t/m3)

• degraded area  (ha)

• reserves/resources remaining in situ (m3)

•no metal mines are currently operating , but still have data on metal reserves 

and resources  for closed mines and known metal other deposits.



• The data are held/owned by the relevant Ministry

• They are stored on a national centralized database 

(GeoZS)  

• The data is spatially referenced and INSPIRE compliant

• Data on production and reserves/resources for a 

particular deposit are not publicly accessible, but 

summarized data at the national level are open 

accessed via  Bulletin Mineral Resources and  

• web  application ”Mining Registry Book”

Data accessibility



• open access to public data on exploitation and 

mining areas with concession

• official attributes, documents and cadastre maps of 

mineral deposits  

• national and English language

• no charge for data

Web application Mining Registry Book



Web application MINING REGISTRY BOOK https://ms.geo-zs.si/en-GB

https://ms.geo-zs.si/en-GB


Dynamic map with map tiles, legend, vector data and markers

Web application MINING REGISTRY BOOK (in detail)



Mining Registry Book - illegal and abandoned extraction sites

• 95 % of Slovenia already
detected

• protection of access to 
deposits

• new data of mineral 
potential



• annual publications (EN, SI)

• data on mineral production, reserves and 
resources summarised on national level

Bulletin Mineral Resource
https://www.geo-zs.si/index.php/en/products/publications2/periodicals/mineral-resources

https://www.geo-zs.si/index.php/en/products/publications2/periodicals/mineral-resources






• Ministry responsible for mining, Mining inspectorate 

• spatial planning sector

• industry

• local communities

• general public, media, 

• education institutions

• authors of mining technical documentation 

Data Users



Mineral data harmonisation via EU funded projects

• EuroGeoSource, 

• Minerals4EU, 

• Geo-ERA Mintell4EU, 

• EIT RM  MineService, RESEERVE…

• ………

• GSEU



Slovenia mineral data on EGDI portal



Data on Reserves and Resources- harmonisation and standardisation

• National mineral classification in official use (similar to the 

“Russian classification”),

• Bridging documents in terms of transformation to UNFC codes are 

created by GeoZS experts,

• GeoZS is participating within INSPIRE expert group, EGDI expert 

team and UNFC network of practitioners (NoPe).



• Reserves and resources classified 
only in active mining and 
exploration areas (with 
concession)

• “bridging doc” to transform 
national classification into UNFC 
(using E,F and G axis) prepared by 
GeoZS

• applying UNFC system to report 
into pan-European mineral 
inventory and MineralYearBook

Data harmonization (UNFC) - issues and challenges



fundamental

characterization

economic

efficiency

categories

(national

classification)

UNFC

Eaxis

UNFC

Faxis

UNFC

Gaxis

economic
proved

reserves
A, B, C1, C2 1 1 1, 2, 3

potentially

economic
A, B, C1, C2 2 2 1, 2, 3

non-economic
measured

resources
A, B, C1, C2 3 2 1, 2, 3

How Slovenian national  classification can be 
mapped/transformed into UNFC-9 (simplified …)



Slovenian mineral reserves codes transformed into UNFC



Mineral potential in Slovenia 



# 
Areas of mineral 

deposits  

Mineral 

deposits 
Age 

Estimated 

surface of 

areas 

(km2) 

Mineral 

commodity 

Arguments for 

selection 

 

Existing 

protected 

areas* 

E F G 

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

1 Ilirska Bistrica area / Pl 0.53 

clays (brick and 

ball clay) 

base for existing and 

future brick and roof 

tile industry 

N2000, EIA            

2 

Lower Vipavska 

dolina/Valley 

Okroglica Ps 1.23 

N2000, EIA 

           

3 Renče Ps 0.06            

4 Dolgi hrib Ps 0.11            

5 Tomaški 

hrib 
Ps 0.07            

6 Lower Savinjska 

dolina / Valley 

Upper Savinjska 

dolina / Valley 

Ljubečna 

Pl-

Q 

6.95 N2000, EIA            

7 Hom 1.01 
 / 

           

8 
Mursko 

polje/Pomurje area 
Boreci Ps 0.43 

N2000, EIA, 

VNF, WPA 

(mun.) 

           

9 
Dravsko 

polje/Podravje area 

Hardeška 

šuma 
Ps 1.55 / 

           

10 Jezersko area / 
Pl-

Q 
0.005 

dimension stone- 

travertine 
unique 

N2000, EIA, 

VNF 

(travertine) 

           

11 southern Pohorje Cezlak Tc 0.24 
dimension stone- 

tonalite 
unique  

N2000, EIA, 

VNF 

           

12 southern Pohorje / Tc  
ornamental 

natural stone - 

schist gneiss 

unique, for traditional 

buildings  

N2000, WPA 

(mun.), EIA 

           

13 Hotavlje area / T 0.19 
dimension stone- 

limestone 
unique   / 

           



Thank you!

duska.rokavec@geo-zs.si
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